PART 1: Key Points
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It is horrible that the history of any species should be brought to an
end by careless human activity and ignorance.

Should that species be eliminated, whatever the role of that
species had been, it is no longer precisely filled, although various
competitors can and do take over parts of the role.

| believe most strongly that the actual global extinction of any
species does real damage to the richness of the world.

Brazilians emphasize the importance of the Amazonian rainforest to
the quality of our air by calling it the “world’s lungs.”

During the 1990s, reductions in the total area of forested land are
thought to have accounted for 10-20% of the carbon dioxide (CO,)
released into the atmosphere.

Thomas and Stevens argue that we are facing a loss of 65 to 95
percent of the world’s species, on the scale of destruction caused
by an ice age or the object from space that may have wiped out the
dinosaurs 65 million years ago.

As populations have multiplied and incomes have risen, demands

on the natural support systems of many economies have become
excessive, generating ecological deficits.
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18. Modern civilization, with its growing population, is being squeezed
into an ever smaller area by expanding deserts and rising seas.

19. Today the hot air of the “greenhouse gases” threatens atmospheric
chemistry balances. As the amount of carbon dioxide and other
gases in the atmosphere increases from the industrial processes
and the burning of fossil fuels, global temperatures are predicted
to rise from 3 to 10 degrees Fahrenheit over the next century.

110. Forests that absorb carbon dioxide and produce oxygen, linking
air, water, and biota in a unity, are disappearing at an astonishing
rate. Tropical forests, which cover 2.3 million square miles of the
earth’s surface, are disappearing at the rate of 100 acres a minute
or more and the rate of destruction is increasing.

111. The search for convenience and comfort must be balanced with
the necessity of environmental protection.

112, In the year 2002, the amount of this gas released was 11 percent
higher than the 1990 level, making it difficult to achieve the Kyoto
Protocol’s target of cutting this gas by 6 percent from that level
between 2008 and 2012.

118. The Japanese government’s latest environment report stresses
the importance of building a new society through environmental
management — a society in which “environment-friendly”
technologies are broadly blended with the day-to-day lives of
“environment-minded” consumers.
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